
June 29, 2022 
 

Support Bipartisan Language in the FDA User Fee Bill 
Banning PFAS in Food Packaging 

 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
Chair, Committee on Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions 
United States Senate 
154 Russell Senate Office Building 
 
The Honorable Richard Burr 
Ranking Member, Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions 
United States Senate 
217 Russell Senate Office Building 

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Chair, Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2107 Rayburn House Office Building 
 
 
The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
Ranking Member, Committee on Energy and 
Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1035 Longworth House Office Building 

 
Dear Chair Murray, Ranking Member Burr, Chairman Pallone, and Ranking Member Rodgers, 
 
As you continue your work conferencing the Food and Drug Administration Safety and 
Landmark Advancements Act (FDASLA) with the House bill, the undersigned groups strongly 
urge you to include a Senate bipartisan amendment that would prohibit intentionally added 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) – or hazardous forever chemicals – in food 
packaging. 
 
The Senate amendment incorporated the text of bipartisan and bicameral legislation – the Keep 
Food Containers Safe from PFAS Act (H.R. 6026/S.3169) -- was adopted by the Senate HELP 
Committee on a bipartisan vote.  
 
A growing body of scientific research has found that PFAS have been linked to an increased risk 
for some cancers, lower birth weight, and immune system suppression. Scientists are most 
concerned about the cumulative impact resulting from exposures to products, contaminated 
drinking water, and food. 
 
A 2020 report from Toxic-Free Future found toxic PFAS in some of the most popular takeout 
foods from major fast-food chains, such as McDonald’s, Burger King, and Wendy’s. A 2018 
report also indicated the presence of PFAS in food packaging at top grocery store chains. Earlier 
this year, a Consumer Reports study found PFAS in more than half of the food packages tested 
from these same chains, as well as others, including Trader Joe’s, Chipotle, Chick-fil-A, and 
Panera Bread.  
 
While most PFAS-treated food packaging is in actual use for a short time, the threats to the 
environment and public health can last forever. Once lunch is over, the packaging goes into a 
landfill or incinerator or into compost, creating a long-term source of chemical pollution that 



makes its way back to people through our drinking water, food, and air. Fortunately, safer 
alternatives are available.  
 
In recent years, 22 retailers selling food or food packaging from Chipotle to McDonald’s to 
Whole Foods Market have responded to customer demand for safer products announcing steps 
to reduce or eliminate PFAS in food packaging at their stores. 
 
Across the country, state legislatures have enacted phase-outs of PFAS in food packaging in 
favor of safer alternatives, including California, Colorado, Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, 
Minnesota, New York, Vermont, and Washington. Congressional action is necessary to 
complement these state efforts and help solve the PFAS pollution crisis we face.  
 
Consumers should not have to worry that the food they are eating is wrapped in something 
that contains dangerous chemicals. We strongly urge you to maintain the Keep Food 
Containers Safe from PFAS Act in the final version of the FDASLA bill. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Pamela Miller 
Executive Director 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
 
Dyani Chapman 
State Director 
Alaska Environment 
 
Katie Huffling 
Executive Director 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 
 
Diane Brown 
Executive Director 
Arizona PIRG 
 
Lisette van Vliet 
Senior Policy Manager 
Breast Cancer Prevention Partners 
 
Teresa B. Mills 
Executive Director 
Buckeye Environmental Network 
 
Nick Lapis 
Director of Advocacy 
Californians Against Waste 
 
 

Jenn Engstrom 
State Director 
CALPIRG 
 
Sue Chiang 
Food Program Director 
Center for Environmental Health 
 
Jaydee Hanson 
Policy Director 
Center for Food Safety 
 
M. Isabelle Chaudry 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Center for Progressive Reform 
 
Lenny Siegel 
Executive Director 
Center for Public Environmental Oversight 
 
Bobbi Wilding 
Executive Director 
Clean and Healthy New York 
 
Emily Donovan 
Co-Founder 
Clean Cape Fear 
 
 



Lynn Thorp 
National Campaigns Director 
Clean Water Action 
 
Eric J. Weiner  
Leader  
Clean Water Task Force at Windsor Climate 
Action  
 
Anne Hulick 
Coordinator 
Coalition for a Safe and Healthy CT 
 
Leigh-Anne Cole 
Interim Executive Director  
Community Action Works 
 
Tom Swan 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Citizen Action Group (CCAG) 
 
Nels Paulsen 
Policy Director  
Conservation Minnesota 
 
Brian Ronholm 
Director of Food Policy 
Consumer Reports 
 
Danny Katz 
State Director 
CoPIRG 
 
Brandey Dollens 
CEO 
Crunchie Life Inc. 
 
Lori L. Brown 
Executive Director 
CT League of Conservation Voters 
 
Patrick MacRoy 
Deputy Director 
Defend Our Health 
 
Tracy Carluccio 
Deputy Director 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
 
 

Yolanda Whyte, MD 
President 
Dr. Yolanda Whyte Pediatrics 
 
Christine Santillana 
Legislative Counsel 
Earthjustice 
 
Rebecca Meuninck 
Deputy Director 
Ecology Center 
 
Joanna Slaney 
Senior Director, Federal Affairs 
EDF Action 
 
John Rumpler  
Senior Director, Clean Water Program 
Environment America 
 
Laura Deehan 
State Director 
Environment California 
 
Rex Wilmouth 
Senior Program Director 
Environment Colorado 
 
Chris Phelps 
State Director 
Environment Connecticut 
 
Jennette Gayer 
State Director 
Environment Georgia 
 
Ben Hellerstein 
State Director 
Environment Massachusetts 
 
Bridget Sanderson 
State Director 
Environment Missouri 
 
Doug O'Malley 
State Director 
Environment New Jersey 
 
 
 



Krista Early 
Advocate 
Environment North Carolina 
 
Celeste Meiffren-Swango 
State Director 
Environment Oregon 
 
Luke Metzger 
State Director 
Environment Texas 
 
Elizabeth Boehmer 
State Director 
Environment Virginia 
 
Scott Faber 
Senior Vice President 
Environmental Working Group (EWG) 
 
John E. Peck 
Executive Director 
Family Farm Defenders 
 
Sandy Wynn-Stelt  
Co-Chair  
Great Lakes PFAS Action Network  
 
Laura Weinberg 
President 
Great Neck Breast Cancer Coalition 
 
Todd Larsen 
Executive Co-Director 
Green America 
 
Dr. Arlene Blum 
Green Science Policy Institute 
 
Judith Black 
Board Member 
HealthLink 
 
Deanna White 
Director 
Healthy Legacy Coalition 
 
Ellie Goldberg, M.Ed. 
healthy-kids.info 
 

Abe Scarr 
State Director 
IllinoisPIRG 
 
Edward A. Kelly 
General President 
International Association of Fire Fighters 
 
Marya Axner 
Legs and Regs Committee 
Jewish Climate Action Network 
 
José Bravo 
Executive Director 
Just Transition Alliance 
 
Martha Moriarty 
Executive Director 
Learning Disabilities Association Minnesota 
 
Madeleine Foote 
Deputy Legislative Director 
League of Conservation Voters 
 
Michelle Witte 
Executive Director  
League of Women Voters Minnesota 
 
Dave Arndt 
Director 
Locust Point Community Garden 
 
Claire Miller 
Communications Director 
Maryland Campaign for Environmental Human 
Rights 
 
Emily Scarr 
Director 
Maryland PIRG 
 
Cheryl Osimo 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition 
 
Janet Domenitz 
State Director 
MASSPIRG 
 
 

http://healthy-kids.info/


Kathleen Curtis 
Founding Director 
Moms for a Nontoxic New York 
 
Ayesha Khan 
Co- founder  
Nantucket PFAS Action Group 
 
Jordan Wells 
Director of Advocacy and Communications 
National Stewardship Action Council 
 
Daniel Rosenberg 
Director of Federal Toxics Policy 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
 
Katie Craig 
State Director 
NCPIRG 
 
Blair Horner 
Executive Director 
NY Public Interest Research Group 
 
Bob Rossi 
Executive Director 
New York Sustainable Business Council 
 
Kate Winsor 
Coordinator 
Northeast Metro Climate Action 
 
Louise Washer 
President 
Norwalk River Watershed Association 
 
Jamie Pang 
Environmental Health Program Director 
Oregon Environmental Council 
 
Charlie Fisher 
State Director 
OSPIRG 
 
Pulin Modi 
Director of Campaigns 
ParentsTogether Action 
 
 
 

David Masur 
Director 
PennEnvironment 
 
Emma Horst-Martz 
Advocate 
PennPIRG 
 
Loreen Hackett 
Founder 
PfoaProject NY 
 
Tim Whitehouse 
Executive Director 
Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility 
 
Alicia Culver 
Responsible Purchasing Network 
 
Liz Hitchcock 
Director 
Safer Chemicals Healthy Families 
 
Sarah Doll 
National Director 
Safer States 
 
Hope O'Shaughnessy 
Lead Volunteer 
Save the Quiet Corner 
 
Ted Schettler MD, MPH 
Science Director 
Science and Environmental Health Network 
 
Dr. Kathleen Burns 
Director 
Sciencecorps 
 
Lewis Novod 
Advisor to our SAIL Team 
Seaside Sustainability Inc. 
 
Sonya Lunder 
Senior Toxics Policy Advisor 
Sierra Club 
 
 
 



Jennifer Savage 
Sr. Mgr., Plastic Pollution Initiative 
Surfrider Foundation 
 
Lynn Nadeau 
Advocacy Committee 
Sustainable Marblehead 
 
Alexis Luckey 
Executive Director 
Toxic Free NC 
 
Laurie Valeriano 
Executive Director 
Toxic-Free Future 
 
Emily Rogers 
Zero Out Toxics Advocate 
U.S. PIRG 
 
Michell McIntyre 
Policy Director & Deputy Director of the Center 
for Science & Democracy 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
 
 
 

Miriam Gordon 
Policy Director  
Upstream  
 
Lauren Hierl 
Executive Director 
Vermont Conservation Voters 
 
Paul Burns 
Executive Director 
Vermont Public Interest Research Group 
 
Nicole Walter 
Advocate 
WashPIRG 
 
Robin Broder 
Deputy Director 
Waterkeepers Chesapeake 
 
Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis 
Executive Director 
Women for a Healthy Environment 
 
Jamie McConnell 
Deputy Director 
Women's Voices for the Earth

 


